aa a 
ao. 








who difabled himfelf in 


The SPECTATOR. 





Nums: VE 


a 





Credebant hoc grande Nefas,& Morte piandum, — 







Si Fuvems Vetulo non affurrexerat —_. 


Juv. 





Wednefday, March 7. 1714. 





Abufe of the Underftanding, and yet there is 
It has diffus’d it 
{elf through both Sexes and all a of 
Mankind ; and there is hardly that Perfon to be 
found,who is not more concern’d for the Reputation 
of Wit and Senfe, than Honefty and Virtue. But 


[= no. Evil under the Sun fo great ds the 


no one Vice more ¢ommon. 


this unhappy Affectation of being Wife rather than 
Honeft, Witty than Good-natur'd, is the Sourfe of 
mmoftof the ill Habits of Life. Such falfe ref. 


fions are owing to the abandon’d Writings of Men — 


of Wit, and the awkard Imitation of the reft of 
Mankind 


nd. : 
For this Reafon, Sir Rogen was faying laft 
Night, That he was of Opinion none but Men 
of fine Parts deferve to be hanged. 
AeStions of fuch Men are fo delicate upon all Occur- 
rences which they are concern’d in, that they fhould 
be expos’d to more than ordinary Infamy and Pu- 
nifhment, for offending againft fuch quick Admoni- 
tions as their own Souls give them, and blunting 
the.fine Edge of their Minds in fuch a Manner, that 
are no more fhocked at Vice and Folly, than 
Men of flower Capacities. There is no greater 
Monfter in Being, thana very ill Man of great Parts : 
He lives like a Man ina Palfy, with one Side of 
him dead. While perhaps he enjoys the Satisfaction 
of Luxury, of Wealth, of Ambition, he “has lof 
the Tafte of Good-will; of Friendhhip, of Inno- 
cence. Scarecrow, the Beggar in Lincolx's-Inn—Fields, 
yo Right-Leg, and asks 
Alms all Day to get himfelf a warm Supper and a 
Trull at Night, is not half fo defpicable a Wretch 
as fuch a Manof Senfe. The Beggar has no Relifh 
above Senfations ; he finds Reft more agreeable than 
Motion; and while he has a warm Fire and his 
Doxy, never refleéts that he deferves to be whipped. 
Every Man who terminates his Satisfa&tions and 
Enjoyments within the Supply of his own Neceffi- 
ties and Paffions, is, faysSir Roczn, in my Eye 
4s poor a Rogue as Scarecrow. But, continued he, 
for the Lofs of publick and private Virtue, we are 
beholden to your Men of Parts forfooth ; it is with 
them no matter what is done, fo it is done with an 
Air. But to me who am fo whimfical in a corrupt 
Age asto a€& according to Nature and Reafon; a 
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chafte Manfior 
fuitable to their Dignity. 
the Purpofe of every Man who appears in Publick ; 


felfifh Man in the moft fhining Circumfance and. 
Equipage, appears in the fame Condition with the 
Fallow abovementioned, but. more contemptible, 
in Proportion to what more he robs the Publick of 
and cme above him. I lay it down therefore 
for a Rule, That, the whole Manis to move toge- 
ther ; that every Aétion of any Importance, is. te 
have a — of publick Good; and that the 
general Tendency of our indiffcrent A€tions, ought 
to be agreeable to the Di&tates of Reafon, ef Reli- 
ion; of good Breeding 5 without this, a Man, as 
IT before have hinted, is hopping inftead of walk- 
ing, he is not in his entite and proper Metion. _- 
hile the honeft Knight was thus bewilder- 
ing himfelf in good Starts, 1 look’d ixtentive- 
dy upon him, which made him I thought ¢ol- 
le& og wy be I aim at; fayé he, is, 
toreprefent, That I am nion, to palifh our 
Unde ings and ne ff cur Memes p of al 
things the inex . Reafon fhould govern 
Paffion, but inftead of that, you fee, it is often fub- 
fervient to it; and as unaccountable as one would 
think it, a wife Man is not always a good Maa. 
This “ye is not only.the Guilt of particular 
Perfons,. but alfo at fome times of a whole People; 
and aps it may appear _ Examination, 
that the moft polite Ages ate the leaft virtuous. 
This may be attributed to the Folly of admitting 
Wit and Learning as Merit in themfelves, without 
confidering the Application of them. By this 
‘Means it becomesa Rule, not fo much tof 
what we do, as how we do it: But this -falfe 
Beauty will ant. pol upon Men of honeft Minds 
and true Tafte : Sir Richard Blackmore fays, with a8 
much good Senfe as Virtue, Ir ss a mighty Difsenoair 
and Shame to employ excellent Faculties Sod. abundance 
of Wit, ta humourand pleafe Mea in their Vices and 
Follies, The great Enemy g Mankind, notwithftand- 
ing his Wit and Angelick Facultiesy s she mo adiogs 
Being in the whole Creation, He goes on foon after: 
to fay very generoufly, That he undertook the 
writing of his Poem to refcue the — out f the 
Hand; of Ravifuers, to reftore them to their fw et and 
ions, and to + them in an Employment 
“tr is cestainly ought.to ps 
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and whoever does not proceed upon trac Founda. 
tion, injures his Country as fait as he fucceeds in 
his Studies. ‘ When Modetty ceafes to be the chief 
Ornament of one Sex, and Integrity of the other, 
Society is upon a wrong Bafis, and we fhali be ever 
after without Rules.to guide our Judgment in what 
is really becoming al ornamental. Nature and 
Reafon direét one thing, Paffion and Humour a- 
nother: To follow the Dictates of the two latter, 
is going into a Road that is both endlefs and intri- 
cate ; when we purfue the other, our Paffage is de- 
lightful, and what we aim at eafily attainable. 

- Ido not doubt but England is at prefent as polite 
2 Nation as any in the World ; but any Man who 
thinks can eafily fee, that the Affectation of ae | 

ay and in fafhion has ~y neaf eaten up our goo 

Bente and our Religion. Is there any thing fo juift, 
as that Mode and Gallantry fhould be built upon 
exertirig our {elves in what is proper and agreeable 
to the Tnftitutions of Juftice and Piety among us? 
And yet is there any thing more common, than 
that we run in perfect 
All which is fapported by no other Pretenfion, than 
that it is done with,what we call a good Grace. 

Nothing ought to be held laudable or becoming, 
but wher ftanc it felf fhould prompt’ us’ to think 
fo. Refpeé to all kind of Superiours is founded 
methinks apon Inftin& ; and yet what is fo ridicu- 
lous as Age? I make this abrupt Tranfition to the 
Mention of this Vicemore than any other, in order 
to introduce a little Story, which 1 think a pretty 
Inftance that the moft polite Age is in danger of 
being the moft vicious. 

Jt happen’d at Athens, during a publick Re- 
© prefentation of fome Play exhibited in honour of 
© the Common-wealth, that an old Gentleman 
* came-too late for a Place fuitable to his Age and 
. . Many of the young Gentlemen who 
© obferved the Difficulty and Confufion he was in, 


-* made Signs to: hinrthat they would accomodate 


¢ him if he came where dicy fate: The good Man 
« buftled through the Crowd accordingly ; but 
« when he came to the Seats to which he was in- 
* vited, the Jeft was to fit clofe, and expofe him, as 


-¢ he ftoed out of Counteriance, to the whole Audi- 
-© ence. The Frolick went round ail the Athenian 
Benches. . But on thofe Occafions there were alfo 


© particular Places for F : When 


{g; od Man fkulked towards the Boxes appoint- 
ed the Lacedemonians , 
-¢ more virtuous than polite, rofe up all to a Man, 


that honeft le, 


¢ and with the fpe& received him amon 
© them. The Atheniazs beg fuddenly oil 
¢ with a Senfe of the Spartan Virtue and their 
¢ own » gave a Thunder of Applaufe ; 
¢ and the old Man cry’d out, The Athenians under- 
© ftand what x good, but the Lacedemonians prattice 
© it, _ 

: ERRATA. 

Iu Uefterday's Spectator, the 17th Line of she 
third Column; for Seignioe read Minheer ; the laft 
Line of that Column, inclofe in a Pareuthefis the Words 
inted Gardeners of the Play- 
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: Engtithed and tultrated with ted ee a bya 
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. Learned Divine of the Church of Bagland. In Two Volls. in Folio. 


Printed:for Timothy Child at the White Hart at the Welt Ead of 
: Paul’s Church-pard. 


ontradi€tion to them?’ 





Coones Commercii ; or, The T:aders Companicti; 


Conraiming au exact add ulelus i adie, Lewing tue vade of any Quane 
tity of Goods or Wares ready caitup, a Tao.e caiculated for universal 
ule, which uie is hewn 1a the Solution of Quetiions, &. The manner 
of calting up Dimeniivns ao general, The feverai Cultoms us’d by Sure 
veyors and Mealurers ia Mealbring Gials, Wainicor,ecc. Alfo Inttructie 
ons for evering Goods at the Culivin houle, &c, fu whichis added a 
Supplement consermy timple aad compound Intereit,&c. The 2d Edit. 
by Elw. Hattn,Geut. Printed tor Y. Midwinter at the 3 Crowns 
St. Paul’s Churel.-yare, 
Juft peblifh’d, 

A Sermon Preach’d at Patrixbourne, near Canter- 
bury; proving that Diffenters are impos'd upon by their Teachers 
and that they ought to conform to the Church of England, as by 
Law eftablid’d. With a Preface to thew their Miftake, about the 
A& of Exemption, and that they can have no Claim to thee Indul. 
gence, without certain Conditions thetcin mention’d. By J. Bowell 
B.D. Fellow of Sr. fohn’s College in Cambridge. Printed tor R. 
Knaplock at the Bitiop’s-Head in St.Paul’sCh:.rch-yatd. Price 3 d. 


Ju Publih'd, 
An Hiftorical’ Geography of the Old Teftament : 


In three Vollumes. Vol. I, Being a Geographical and Hiltorical Ace 
count of the feveral Fiaces, Countries. or People mention’d in the 
Book of Geuelis ; very ufetul for underftanding the niltory of the 
faid Book, To which tnd it is alfo illulirated with Maps and other 
Cuts, and there is added a Chronological Table. The Principal bactie 
culars delcribed in this Treatile, are, 1. The Situation of the Garden 
of Eden; 2. The Structure or Make of Noab’s Ark, together with 
the Place whereon it relied; 3, The Original Plantations atier the 
Flood; 4. and lattly, The Travels of the three Celebrated Patriarchs, 
Abraham, Maac, aud Jacob. There are allo feveral Texts occu!iunall 
explaio’d. By Edward Wells, D. D. Reétor of Cotesbach in Leb 
cetter-thire. “Printed “for J. Knapton, at the Crowa in St, Paul's 
Church-yard, Pr. 6s, Where may be thad his Geography of the New 
Teltament, Pr. 6s. and all his other Books. 


This Month will be Publith'd, 


The Life and Acts of Matthew Parker the firft 
Archbithop of Canterbury in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, under 
whole Primacy the Retormation ot Religion was happily effected, and 
the Church ot England Reltored and Eitablifhed upon the Principles 
whereon it {tands to this Day. By Jobn. Strype, M.A. Folio. <All 
Gentlemen who expect the Benefit of Sublcription are defircd to fend 
in cheir Names (and firlt-Payment which is 5 s.)to John Wyat at the 
Kole in St. Paul’s Church. yardy that they may be inlerted amoag the 


Promoters of this Work. 
__ . Juft publiftird, 

An Admonition to the Unbaptiz'd 5 thewing the 
Nature, ae, and Neceflity of the Sacrament of Bapti(m, and 
giving fach Diredions as are neceflary to prepare Men for it: Intend- 
ed chiefly for the ufe of thof: who having not been Baptiz'd in theig 
Infancy do when they come to Years of Difcection negle& to receive 
- ie ey me By - ry A. ter of ee 
the Di anterbury. Printed for Kk. Kasplock at the Bithop’ 
Had in St. Paul’s Church yard. Price 3d. , — 

I. An Anfwer to all the Excufes and Pretences 
that Men ufually make for their not coming to the Holy Sacrament. 
Il, Plain Inftruétions for the Yourig and t, &c. Ill. The 
Chriftian Scholar, in Rules and Dire@tions for Children and Youth: 
efpecially thofe caught in Charity Schools. Thefe 3 Price 3d. 
or 208. per 100: IV. The Nature and Defign of Hloly-Days ex. 
plain’d. Price 6 d. or 40s. per100. V, An Bffay towards maki 
the Knowledge of Religion eafy oe wees Gente. Price 3 d; 
ort28. perioo. VI. Directions for {pending one Day well. Pr. 3 dg 
or 6s. per yoo. VII. The great Sin arid ‘Folly: of Drunkennefs. Pr. 
6d. or 408, per ioe. VILL. The exelent 
Dire@ions for pcor Girls taught in Charity } ad. or 
Corruption of the Cinirch’of Rome. Pr. 
or meee te. X. The Divine Right of |} 


Praiectiones Poetica : In Schols Naturalis Philo: 

I e fepho Trapp, A. M, Coll, Wadh; 
Socio & Praeleftore Public Leftura Poeticz ; a Vire infignitimo D. 
Heorico Birkhead, Call, Omnium Avimarum ‘tim socio ia celleverre 


ma Univerfitate Oxonienfi Fundate, Oxonii e Thea’ 
Soin tgs Bert lls Loto” 
bound 258, 6d. 


* A Homble jPropofal for Parochial Reformation 
reftoring Roral Deans and C! s according to the antient way 
Of the Church, recommended to the Confidecstion of the 4 
csemgr pong. dee Yor | o ore a By a. = 
Church of England. H. . Mor st 
Phoenix in $t, Paul's Church-yard, : ? 
_ | Jaf Sublith'd, 

The Impiety sad Poily of refifting lawful Gover: 
nours by Force or Arms,demonitrated in a_Sermon Preach’d en Jaoua- 

goth laft, 7 Luke Milbourne a Presbyter of the Church of Boe 
saad, Price 6d. Likewife three Sermons Preach’d at Stogton’ ia 
the County of Salop by Alexander Scot, M. A, Publith’d to Vindi> 
cate them trom the Mifrepreicntations they have met with, Price 6d. 
Printed for G. Sawbridge in Little-Britain, and Sold by J. Morplew 
near Stationer’s Hall, 





LONDON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britaim; and 
Sold by 4, Baldwin in Warwick-Lane, where Advertifements are taken in. 
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